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Write your name, school and the date in the spaces on this page. 
Write your answers in the spaces provided on this question paper. 
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Part 1 

For questions 1 � 15, read the text below and think of the word which best fits each space.  Use only 
one word in each space.  There is an example at the beginning (0).  
 

Example: 0  O U T                 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________  
 

Head in the clouds 

When the scientist Simon Vesey set (0)  OUT  to investigate why tree frogs were disappearing from 

the Monteverde cloud forest in Costa Rica, it had not (1) ��....�..�.. his mind that global climate 

change might be a factor to account (2) �..��..�.... their disappearance. (3) ��..�..�.... his 

surprise, Vesey discovered that many frog species had left their natural habitat and, for 

(4) ��..�..�.... most part, had rarely been seen again.  Vesey's concern stemmed from the fact 

that some of these species are not to be found (5) ��..�..�.... else on earth.  What�s 

(6) ��..�..�... , the bird populations have also changed, with the result that they now more closely 

resemble those of the cloud-free forests further down the slopes. 

 

Following Vesey's initial research, more scientists have published papers in (7) ��..�..�.... global 

climate change is blamed for these ecological events, suggesting that the clouds (8) �..�..�..�.. 

longer provide cover for the forest as they once (9) ��..�..�.... .   

 

(10) ��.... causes the Costa Rican study to stand out from the others (11) ��..�..�.... that it 

compares observations by ecologists with climate theorists� predictions.  Together, they make a far 

stronger case than either could on its (12) ��..�..�.... .  (13) �.��..�.... remains to be seen 

whether the changes in the cloud forests of Monteverde will serve (14) ���..�...... a warning of 

further climate-induced changes to ecosystems worldwide or  (15) �..�..��..... .  
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Part 2 

For questions 16 � 25, read the text below.  Use the word given in capitals at the end of some of the 
lines to form a word that fits in the space in the same line.  There is an example at the beginning (0).   
 
Example: 0  D E S C R I P T I O N         

 
_________________________________________________________________________________  
 
 

Egypt   
   
How should I start a (0)    DESCRIPTION   . of Egypt?  There seems no  DESCRIBE 
   
better way than with the River Nile, to which Egypt owes its (16) ���..�...... .  EXIST 
   
The great river has made Egypt (17) ���..�...� :  it becomes the point of  INHABIT 
   
reference for all things; it is the yardstick of the country.   
   
   
   
The Nile cuts the North African Desert in two.  In its final phase, it runs    
   
through the beautiful and (18) ��..�..�.� valley of Upper Egypt, bringing   IMPRESS 
   
with it the silt that has turned (19) ��..�..�.� desert into a sort of linear   PRODUCT  
   
oasis of easily cultivated soil.  But beyond the riverside area, nothing grows    
   
without irrigation. There is no seasonal (20) ��.�..�..� although sometimes,  PRECIPITATE 
   
quite (21) ��..�..�.� , a flash flood will pour down from the high desert with   ANNOUNCE  
   
(22) ��..�..�.� power. There is little but sand and rock � no greenery and   AWE 
   
only sparse animal life.   
   
   
   
For the ancient Egyptians, the desert was a region of great danger and   
   
complete (23) ��..�..�.� .  It seemed that all the world outside their   EMPTY 
   
homeland was (24) ��..�..�.� and formless;  in their valley, on the other   CHAOS 
   
hand, order and pattern could be observed.  They saw the river flowing almost    
   
due north, and the sun crossing it daily from east to west with predictable    
   
(25) ��..�..�.� .  REGULAR 
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Part 3 

For questions 26 � 37, read the two texts and decide which answer (A, B, C or D) best fits each gap. 
 
 

Teaching in a primary school 

What is it like to be a primary school teacher?  (26) �. the scene:  a lively classroom full of motivated 

and interested children, some doing science experiments, a few arguing over the solution to a 

mathematical problem and a cluster of children around the teacher in eager discussion.  Primary 

teachers may well think, �Just a normal class on a normal day!�  But there are (27) �. systems to all 

this which have been previously established, and they are (28) �. to everything which occurs in the 

classroom on that day.  Primary teachers make classroom organisation and management look easier 

than they are, as any student teacher who has tried to disentangle the strategies used by experienced 

teachers in (29) �. order within the classroom will tell you.  These processes tend to be (30) .... of 

comment only when they (31) .... for whatever reason.  When everything is going smoothly, they 

remain unnoticed. 

 
 
26 A Portray B Perceive C Picture D Present 

27 A latent B subsidiary C dormant D underlying 

28 A crucial B decisive C necessary D effective 

29 A sustaining B maintaining C asserting D supporting 

30 A valid B worthy C entitled D suited 

31 A come off B slip up C fall over D break down 
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The brain�s shopping centre 

What goes on in your mind when you are browsing in a supermarket and decide to buy something? 

Scientists now think they have (32) �. upon the answer.  The brain�s �shopping centre� � the part that 

becomes active when you select one brand of washing powder, cola or whatever, in preference to 

another � has been (33) �. for the first time by a study that will push back the frontiers of consumer 

science.   
 

The findings of this study could have (34) �. that go well beyond the local supermarket. The research 

could lead to an understanding of the brain processes that control more important choices people 

make � such as partner, house and career, to (35) �. the obvious ones � quite (36) �. helping to 

shape advertising and marketing strategies for new brands.  In the not too (37) �. future, 

manufacturers of tinned food, breakfast cereals and carbonated drinks may be screening their 

customers� brains to discover why one brand sells better than another.  

 
 

32 A reached  B grabbed C arrived D hit 

33 A delineated B pinpointed C diagnosed D fingered 

34 A suggestions B implications C meanings D interpretations 

35 A tell B put C name D call 

36 A apart from B opposed to C instead of D as well as 

37 A long B far C distant D remote 
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Part 4 
 

You are going to read an extract from a newspaper article.  Seven paragraphs have been removed from the 
extract.  Choose from the paragraphs A � H the one which fits each gap (38 � 44).  There is one extra 
paragraph which you do not need to use. 
 
 

Kayaking 
The full force of a river can play terrible tricks on a novice kayaker.  Sean Newsom tries to get a grip. 

 
It�s the final day of my �introduction to white-water 
kayaking� course, and I�m sitting in a one-man 
plastic kayak on the River Tay in Scotland, at a 
place called Stanley Weir.  The weir is a big barrier 
of concrete and boulders which stretches right across 
the river. There are only three gaps where the water 
can pass. Upstream the water is black and slow. As it 
approaches these gaps, it seems to flex and crumple 
slightly.  It�s as if someone has got hold of a piece of 
gum and given it a long, hard pull. 
 

38  
 
Chris  Forrest,   my  kayaking  instructor for the 
week, is trying to get me to paddle into the middle of 
this.  Not down it; we�ve done that, shooting through 
the gap and into the raging foam with shouts of 
laughter.  That was the easy part. What he wants me 
to do now is paddle uphill and across this torrent so I 
can position myself on one of the standing waves. 
 

39  
 

I don�t have much hope of emulating him.  Five days 
ago, at the start of the course, I couldn�t even paddle 
my kayak in a straight line on flat water; so the 
chances of positioning myself with pinpoint accuracy 
on this powerful rapid are fairly thin. Chris knows 
this too, he just wants me to give it a try � and when I 
fail, to make sure I don�t capsize. 
 

40  
 

Nevertheless, I am persuaded to give it one more go. 
The river here makes a broad sweep against a steep 
wooded bank before rushing away between 
overhanging trees. I realise that it would be the 
perfect place to make my kayaking breakthrough, so 
I grit my teeth, start to paddle, and edge my way out 
into the torrent.  Two seconds later, I am underwater 
again. 

 

41  
 

Kayaking, on the other hand, seemed different.  It 
offered the possibility of thrills aplenty, but it also 
put the responsibility for moving through the water 
onto your own shoulders.  It was a skill you could 
learn, take away with you at the end of the course, 
and use again on rivers all over the world. 
 

42  
 

But  that  is  not  really  the  point  of kayaking. As 
Chris reminds us several  times  during  the course, 
the greatest insult in the sport is to be called a �boat-
floater�: somebody who sits, round-shouldered and 
stiff, and lets the water take them where it will. The 
essence of kayaking, he tells us, is control. 
 

43  
 

To begin with, these sudden disappearing acts are 
quite funny. By the end of the week, however, 
they�re getting to be a bore.  After all, until you have 
mastered the rather complex skill of the �eskimo 
roll�, which gets you back up again in mid-current, it 
seems like a disproportionate penalty to pay for what 
is often a minor error. 
 

44  
 

So by the time I take my umpteenth ducking at 
Stanley Weir, my desire to master kayaking is as 
bedraggled as I am. I have to admit that, although 
I�ve rather enjoyed myself, I do not have any 
intention of trying kayaking again. 
 
 
 
. 



 

Turn over ► 

7

 
 
  
A And that is something we will need in 

abundance the moment a rapid becomes more 
demanding. The manoeuvre is fiendishly 
difficult and almost every mistake is punished 
with a capsize.  After the second day, I had lost 
count of how many times I�d been under, but 
now, at the end of the course, it must be near 
thirty. 

 
 
B All that�s straightforward enough but somehow 

I can�t seem to manage this manoeuvre.  
Whenever I get out into the middle of the 
current, and the kayak starts to turn, I find 
myself staring, empty-headed, at the water 
upstream.  There�s a little flick of the boat as 
the water catches the edge and starts to pull it 
over, and then I am underwater. 

 
 
C When I am there, he wants me to start surfing.  

It sounds fairly ridiculous, I know, but he�s 
already shown me how it�s done, staying on 
the wave for at least a minute with a few deft 
strokes of his paddle.  It�s an exercise that has 
left his eyes bright and shining with 
excitement. 

 
 
D Actually, kayaking down the easier grades of 

rapid turns out to be very straightforward.  
Provided there are no major obstacles, you can 
pick a route, make a few basic strokes to keep 
your balance, and let the water take you down.  
It�s enormous fun. 

 
 

E For a second, the water becomes entirely 
elastic, and then it erupts into furious, foaming 
chaos.  As it pours through, it forms a couple 
of standing waves, held in place by its own 
dynamics and the shape of the river bed 
beneath. 

 
 
F And the recovery process is quite time-

consuming. You have to get out of your kayak, 
drift with it downstream until you can find a 
place to come ashore, and then spend five 
minutes emptying out a great deal of water, 
before paddling upstream to rejoin your 
classmates; all as a result of one second�s 
miscalculation. 

 
 
G Not everyone finds it so, and one member of 

the course drops out because of this; but I�ve 
always been a bit of a water baby, and don�t 
mind a swim now and again, especially with a 
wetsuit to blunt the impact of the cool water. 

 
 
H I guess I always knew that white-water 

kayaking wasn�t going to be easy.  That was 
one of the reasons I signed up for the course in 
the first place.  We have all heard of white-
water rafting, but it always seemed to me to be 
a boring thing to do.  You just paid your 
money and did what you were told; the only 
talent needed being the ability to follow orders. 
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Part 5 

You are going to read an extract from a newspaper article.  For questions 45 � 50, choose the answer  
(A, B, C or D) which you think fits best according to the text. 
 
 

Please Don�t Call Me A Travel Writer 
 

Jonathan Raban�s writing goes places, but his work is about history, politics and fiction more than geography. Here 
he talks to journalist, Anthony Quinn. 

 
After many years in America, British author Jonathan Raban is adjusting to the idea of being a visitor in London � a 
city he once knew and loved. The occasion of this trip is his book, Badland, a haunting inquisition into the 
challenges faced by the American immigrants who settled in the state of Montana at the beginning of the twentieth 
century. It�s a classic tale of the American Dream turned, literally, to dust. 

The book is subtitled An American Romance. �There�s a whole bunch of things suggested by the word 
romance,� Raban explains. �First, if you say that somebody�s having a romance, you know it�s going to turn out 
badly. But I also wanted the literary sense of the word. I was thinking quite strongly of Hawthorne�s novel, The 
Blithedale Romance, where a Utopian community is set up in Massachusetts and then falls apart. So romance seemed 
right for the affair these people had with the idea of America.� 

Badland criss-crosses other genres, other styles. It�s a curiously mongrel book, as the author intended: �I 
wanted to write a history of America by concentrating on eastern Montana. And I wanted the resonance between this 
story � homesteaders trying to set up a brand new society � and that of the earlier pilgrims who went to America. I 
also wanted to weave in my own experiences as an immigrant. So I had to be an autobiographer on one level, 
historian on another, landscape writer on another � I�m talking about ambition here rather than what I actually 
achieved. And I wanted the dead to rub shoulders with the living, which meant doing some historical novel-writing 
in order to make the ghosts come alive.� 

Raban tends to talk the way he writes, in long, exquisitely composed paragraphs, and with an enthusiasm that 
borders on the obsessional. Yet, like the land it describes, the book is not without its heavy weather. My eyes glazed 
over during certain passages on the intricacies of mechanised farming, and in a later chapter, Raban describes how, 
when he was nosing around a local museum in rapt scrutiny of early barbed wire samples (�I would never have 
guessed that barbed wire was so intricate and full of subtleties,� he says), the curator starts giving him the bad eye. 
She�s not the only one! 

His idiosyncrasies are pardonable, and in other respects quite endearing. I cannot conceive of another person 
being asked why they chose to live in a particular city and coming up with �latitude� as the answer.  Seattle, the city 
in question, has been Raban�s home since 1990, and is described quite beautifully in his last book, Hunting Mister 
Heartbreak. What made him choose the place?  �Seattle chose me, really. I didn�t go around, as some people do, with 
a shopping list, sampling places like desserts. There were a lot of things I found congenial. Latitude was important; 
the light falls at the right angle.  In other American cities, sunsets come too sharply.  I also liked the way the town 
stood on its water.  I keep a boat in Seattle which I can see out of my bedroom window.� 

Sailing has been a central constituent in Raban�s work � Old Glory recounted a trip down the Mississippi, 
while Coasting hugged the shores of Britain. But call him a �travel writer� at your peril. �I think the interest of the 
travel book is that it�s not a literary genre. It�s an open house that will accommodate different kinds of writing. You 
go to a bookshop and you take down the travel books at random. Number one might be the first person narrative of a 
stranger in a strange land. Then there�s the book that�s the verbal equivalent of a landscape painting. There�s also 
fiction � which is an ingredient in most travel books. The books I most admire do several of these things between 
one set of hard covers. I think of V.S. Naipaul�s A Way In The World, which manages to fuse history, fiction, 
autobiography, exotic travel and produce something which is absolutely seamless. I vastly admire that book, and 
when people ask me what kind of book I�m trying to write, I happily point to Naipaul�s book and say: �That kind�.� 

Nonetheless, such books remain indisputably �about� a place. The world seems to be shrinking for the travel 
writer. Aren�t there too many travel writers chasing too few places? �I�m sure there are,� says Raban, �but I�m not a 
travel writer. I remember once having lunch with the novelist, Ian McEwan. Another novelist, Philip Roth, came 
over to our table and Ian introduced us. And Roth said, �Oh yes � the travel writer.� He said this perfectly genially 
but the way I heard it was this: copywriter, typewriter, travel writer.  For me, �travel writer� means someone who 
samples other people�s holidays � you talk about the food, the hotel, throw in a bit of local colour.� It�s clear that, if 
Raban thought that was the business he was in, he would give up immediately.   
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45 Jonathan Raban chose the subtitle of his new book because it reflects 
  
 A the literary qualities of his writing. 
 B the unrealistic hopes of the settlers in Montana. 
 C the strong sense of community the settlers had. 
 D the unlikelihood of American immigrants becoming prosperous. 
 
46 Raban believes that in writing Badland he 
 
 A achieved the unity of style he was aiming for.  
 B misrepresented the story of the earliest settlers. 
 C  failed to convey all the complexities he had intended.  
 D showed the parallels of the settlers� fate with today�s world. 
 
47 The interviewer�s opinion of Badland is that 
 
 A the language is not easy to understand. 
 B it is difficult to believe what Raban writes. 
 C the technical details are particularly interesting. 
 D Raban�s enthusiasms are not shared by everyone.  
 
48 The interviewer believes that Raban�s present choice of home  
  
 A  resulted from his interest in sailing. 
 B illustrates his eccentric outlook on life. 
 C reflects his interest in the local inhabitants. 
 D has helped him improve his talent as a travel writer. 
 
49 Raban says his ambition is to write a book that 
  
 A will appeal to a wide range of readers. 
 B describes life in a remote, rarely visited place. 
 C creates harmony out of different types of writing. 
 D will give a vivid account of his own travel experiences.  
 
50 What is Raban�s opinion of most travel writers? 
 
 A They write about trivial matters. 
 B Their work no longer includes useful information. 
 C They deserve greater respect from other writers. 
 D Their work is not sufficiently appreciated by the general public. 
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